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“When It Looks Hopeless”

This morning we heard one of the greatest and most important stories in the whole world.  It is a gift of God to you, to his people the Jews and to the church.
It is a story at the heart of the Jewish religion and should be high on the list of our faith as well.

It is a reminder of God.

One of the most important things about coming to church is to be reminded of God.

There is more to life than Wall Street, international relations, money, school, status, mortgages, trouble at home, health and disease.

Bills come at the end of the month – the mortgage needs to be paid – car payments – money in 401K’s – you go to the doctor and wonder what you’ll hear from her – “That looks precancerous – we want to send you for tests.”  The school calls and you gulp wondering what you will hear.

One of our members just heard this week that his daughter in the Air Force is being sent to combat training school for deployment to Iraq at the beginning of 2009.

There are forces in life that threaten us – major, powers, over which we have little control.

In our country, it seems like war without end in Afghanistan and Iraq and we bite our nails about Iran and North Korea building nuclear weapons.  Oil prices have finally come down, but IKE might send them right back up.  The mortgage and credit melt down continues.  Our automakers are standing on the steps at Washington begging for 25 billion dollars.  

What should we do?

God has given us a story for times like this.

There was a time when God’s people had much bigger worries than ours.  They had been slaves in Egypt for centuries.

God delivered them with the Passover, forcing the Egyptians to free God’s people.  They left.  Hurray!  But now they are in mortal danger – pharaoh, king of Egypt has changed his mind.  He has sent his best troops to hunt them down.  And the people are running away – except the only way out is blocked.  They have come to the Red Sea.  They are doomed.  
God delivered them from Egypt – finally – but now it looks like it was all for nothing.

But God does the impossible – God opens the way through the Red Sea and they dash across the sea bed on dry ground.  When the Egyptians follow, God closes the sea on them and they drown.

When it was hopeless, God delivered God’s people.

God will do that for you too.

When life’s circumstances overwhelm you, God is with you and will bring you through.

More than a millennium later, God’s people were once again under the thumb of an oppressive power – Rome.  It seemed utterly hopeless.  They had no real future. 

Again God delivered them.  Coming to the world in Jesus Christ, God’s own Son showed the people the way to life.  That the forces of the world, no matter how powerful, were not the sole authority, and in fact, didn’t mater all that much at all.

And then he died for them on the cross.

God raised his Son and offered forgiveness of sin and eternal life – the ultimate freedom.

When it is hopeless, God redeems God’s people.  Not just when uncontrollable forces seek to do you in – but when the fault is your very own!  When you foul up real bad.  It is not the end.  God is rooting for you and standing by you.

No matter how bad you foul up.

It is like the man who went to the emergency room.  Both of his ears were sorely burned.  Nothing else on his body. Just his ears.
Examining him, the Dr. asked, “How did this happen to you?”  The man answered, “Well, the phone rang, and I picked up the iron by mistake and held it to my ear and it was severely burned.”  

“I guess so!” said the Dr.  “But what happened to the OTHER ear?”  

“Well, that’s the part that really bothers me,” said the man.  “It was wrong number.”

“So what happened?”  asked the Dr.

“The phone rang again right afterwards and it was the wrong number again and I burned the other ear!”

No matter how bad you have fouled up – I KNOW you haven’t burned both ears answering the phone.

But God has mercy on you and you are forgiven and free and can start again – right now, today.  God will never desert you.

The Bible says, “God works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his purpose.”

And that message – which we call good news – raced around the world and continues racing around the world today.

What good does it do?  It brings hope to the hopeless.

It brings a second chance to the despairing and penitent.  It offers strength and healing to the broken hearted.

The God who delivered Israel will deliver you.
Because God loves you.

Fred D. Mueller

Ex. 14:19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”

The Pursuers Drowned

26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

Matthew 18: Forgiveness

21Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
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