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Christmas Eve, 2010             7:30 PM
“So Hold Up Your Candle”
In the movie, The Bishop’s Wife (the old movie, 1947) an angel from God writes a sermon for the stressed out bishop.  You know the story, a bishop, played by David Niven, is stressed out over plans to build a new cathedral.  A wealthy woman who is instrumental with her money to building it keeps trying to force her will on the bishop.  The bishop’s home life is strained as well.  He is running on an empty tank.  So an angel is sent to him – Cary Grant!  (When I told some of the women in the church earlier in the week what I was going to do with this sermon they said, “ooooohhhhh, Cary Grant!”)  Christmas Eve is coming, and the angel, Cary Grant, writes the bishop’s sermon for him.  The sermon talks about a Christmas full of presents for everyone in the family.  But one stocking is empty.  The stocking belongs to Jesus.  Everyone gets a present except Jesus. 
It goes like this, talking about Christmases past, the angel’s sermon says, 

We haven’t forgotten that night down the centuries; we celebrate it with stars on Christmas trees, the sound of bells and gifts.  

But especially with gifts.

You give me a book; I give you a tie.  Aunt Martha has always wanted an orange squeezer [well. That’s a little dated isn’t it?  Aunt Martha always wanted an Xbox], and Uncle Henry could do with a new pipe.  We forget nobody, adult or child.  All the stockings are filled…

all that is  except on.  And we have even forgotten to hang it up.

The stocking for the Child born in a manger.

It’s His birthday we are celebrating.  Don’t ever let us forget that.  Let us ask ourselves what He would wish for most and then let each put in his share. . .

So preachers everywhere start in on how we should give presents to Jesus.  That’s what I would like to do.  I often do it on Christmas Eve.  I’d like to tell you, “Tithe!  Come to church every Sunday – and be on time.  Sign up for a committee.  Go on the mission trip.  Give, give, give!  Do, do, do!  Serve, serve, serve!  Tonight a hundred thousand sermons will have this theme.  Preachers will remind the people – the shepherds WENT to Bethlehem.  The Wise Men BROUGHT gifts, etc. etc. etc.  The Little Drummer boy DRUMS.  “I played my fife for him”

Then there’s Christina Rosetti’s poem which I love and on which I have preached Christmas Eve:

“If I were a shepherd,

I would bring a lamb,

If I were a wise man,

I would do my part.”

What can I give him?  Really.  It’s all his already anyway.
Christmas is not about giving anything.  It is about receiving the greatest gift of all time.  God’s Son, our Savior.  
Now, “The Bishop’s Wife” is a great movie, and the angel, Cary Grant’s, is a touching sermon, but the theology is bad.  (Beware of getting your theology from Hollywood!)

If it is about having a stocking for Jesus and putting stuff in it, then what makes it any different from the Rotary Club, or Kiwanis, or the volunteer Fire Department.  They all constantly say, “Give, do, serve.”

Christmas is different.

It is about receiving – “We love because he first loved us.(cf. I Jn. 4:19, I Jn 4:14)” 
We were helpless without him.  And we are helpless without him.

No matter what we do for God in return, nothing can hold a candle to what God has done for us.

“To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord(Lk. 2:11).”

A savior is one who saves us from death.

When someone is trapped in a burnign building, and a firefighter rushes in and rescues him, he is saved.  He did nothing.  He was a helpless victim.  He was saved.

When a man is drowning, he cannot save himslef.  He cries out in terror.  The lifeguard swims out and rescues him.  Saves him.  He cannot repay the lifeguard.  

God saved us in Jesus.  “While we were yet sinners Christ died for us(Rmns 5:8).”  We were and are helpless.  But God cares.

Christmas is not about something you put in Christ’s stocking.  Christmas is about what God has given you and me.  “A savior, who is Christ the Lord.”
It is for this reason that people are drawn so powerfully to Christmas – it is for this reason that Chirstianity has become the most adhered to religion on earth – it is for this reason we have com ehere tonight.  Because it is about a God of love – a love so great it is a mystery – the self-emptying love of God in Jesus Christ.
So hold up your candle.  Look into its light.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world(Jn. 8:12).”  “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it(Jn. 1:5).”

It is yours…ours…THE Chirstmas gift, which we receive.  Thanks be to God.

Fred D. Mueller
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