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“God’s Work”
What would you do if you won the lottery?

The first answer many people give to that question is – quit my job.

That is not a good answer.  Because we need work. 

Likewise;  What would it be like to be God?  

It would be great!  You wouldn’t have to do anything!

Wait a minute!

You know better than that if you read the Bible.  According the Bible, God is the hardest worker of all time!

God works.

I mentioned a week or so ago in the sermon that the Bible is a record of what God DOES.  God works hard.

The first work of God that we know about is God creating the universe.  In the book of Genesis we read, “. . .on the seventh day God finished the work he had done.”

Yeah, right!  “And how did God make the world?” a cynic might ask?  He SPOKE it into being – how nice if I could just speak my work.

Well ask anyone who speaks for a living how easy it is!  Ask Barack Obama and John McCain’s speech writers how easy their jobs are!  To say just the right thing, to be clear, and yet say what cannot be misconstrued!  It is hard work!  Ask a teacher doing a lesson plan, a school principal phoning parents about the opening of school.  Ask a lawyer, a professor, a minister, a counselor, a union representative!  Or consider when a wife asks her husband, “Do you think this blouse makes me look fat?”  Think carefully before you answer that question!
Speaking can be hard work!

And don’t forget, when God finished the work of creation, God needed a rest!  So that was some hard work.
And I think the creation of the cosmos was the easiest part of God’s work.  Because after he created human beings, things got really tough!

Because God made it all good but the people he made really loused things up.

Adam and Eve were made to work – to till and keep the garden.  (There is a profound difference between toil and work. . . or labor as we can also call it)  Toil is arduous, unsatisfying work.  Work can be arduous, but it satisfies.

The work Adam and Eve are given in the garden to do was satisfying – just think!  Keeping God’s garden!

But Adam and Eve disobeyed God and pandemonium struck!

God punished them – making God a judge and also in law enforcement – and corrections!

God’s work became casting them out of the garden, but still protecting them – God made them garments to wear!  God is tailor – or a seamstress!

Then Adam killed Abel, and God banished him, and then put a mark on him to protect him.  God made marks on people long before LA Ink!

God flooded the earth and told Noah how to build an ark, thus making God the first Maritime engineer.  
In doing this, God did what is for us his most important work – delivering people from death and destruction.  God saved Noah and Noah’s family.  God has been saving ever since.

When God’s people were slaves in Egypt, God remembered God’s promises to them and delivered them.  God called Moses and when Moses asked God God’s name, God told him – Yahweh – I AM WHO I AM.
This is another important part of God’s work – revealing himself to humankind.

God parted the Red Sea.

God led the people with a pillar of cloud in the day, and a pillar of fire at night.

God wrote – physically wrote the Ten Commandments.

God legislates law, executes justice.  God is three branches of government in one.

God designed the Tabernacle, thus becoming an interior decorator.

In Job we read that God watches over the animals.  God feeds them and cares for them.  God is a biologist – a zookeeper!
God governs the seasons.

God holds back the rain and gives the rain.

God judges the nations it says in the Psalms.  

God upholds the weak.  God works justice for the oppressed.  God – the Social Worker!
God governs God’s people – rebukes them, praises them, punishes them, redeems them….and always, always loves them.

God does the compassionate work of mercy.

God works hard.

It is like the little boys arguing about who has the best dad.

On little boy said, My daddy is a judge.  When he walks into the courtroom, the guard says, “All rise,” and everyone must stand in honor of my daddy.

A second boy said, “That’s nothing.  My daddy runs a company.  There are a hundred people there and they all have to call him, ‘Sir’!”

The third boy just smiled and said, “My daddy is better than any of your daddies.”

“What does YOUR daddy do?” asked the other boys.

He is a minister. He stands up and talks for fifteen minutes, then it takes four men to go around and collect and carry all the people give him!”

God works even harder than that!

But we haven’t mentioned yet the most important work of God.

“For God so loved the world that God gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

God sent his Son to save us.  God let him die.  Then God raised him from the grave.
(And Jesus was a carpenter!)
God is the only one who can do that work!

And you are part of God’s work.

It is all for you, in fact – “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself.”

God made you.

God sustains you as he did his people in the wilderness with manna and water from the rock and quail.

And God has redeemed you from death and hell, and forgiven your sin and has given you everlasting life.

Speaking for myself and the sin God has forgiven and the death God has overcome, I’d say God is hard worker.

God has given us work to do – our jobs, yes – to make the world better for someone.

But not only that.
Your job is tell the world the good news of God.  Our job description in the Bible includes worship – which is the work of exalting God.  Caring for the poor.  Standing with oppressed.  Following Jesus – taking up the cross.  Forgiving.  Witnessing to what God has done for us in Jesus Christ – being the church.
(Paul exhorts his church member to work so they will have something to give to the poor!  Ephesians 4:28)
And don’t forget what God did when God finished God’s work in creation.  God set the pattern for us – God rested.  God took Sabbath.

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
Work hard and be happy.  

Give it all to God.
Don’t work yourself to death.
“God is at work in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” – Phil. 2:13

Fred D. Mueller

Ex 3:1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”

The Divine Name Revealed

13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:


This is my name forever,


and this my title for all generations.
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