(Remarks made on Sunday, November 9, 2008 from the pulpit of the Hillsborough Reformed Church at Millstone by the Rev Dr Fred D Mueller on the election of the first African/American , Barack Obama, to the presidency of the United States.  The regular sermon was preached this morning by Pam Bakker, our student minister.  These remarks were made during the announcement slot.)
I hold in my hand a document, the contents of which I consider one of the most precious in our country.
  On these pages is the sermon preached from this pulpit by the Rev. Edward Tanjore Corwin, then pastor of this church on Sunday – Easter Sunday – April 16, 1865 – the Sunday after the assassination of the President Abraham Lincoln. 

This sermon belongs to you.  It is part of your heritage – you who belong to this great church.  This is a rare document – there are very few such sermons that have survived the years.  This one was published in the newspaper in Somerville.

What I am about to say is not a political statement.  No matter for whom you voted last Tuesday, we should all celebrate that a racial barrier has been shattered.  The highest office in our land – the White House – is now open to all people, regardless of race.

I bring Edward Corwin’s sermon to you this because when he begins his eloquent lament of the brutal murder of our president, he mentions first Abraham Lincoln’s work on behalf of the Black people of our country and their complete emancipation.

Here is what is written in the beginning of the sermon:

The astounding intelligence reached us yesterday, that the President of the United States had been shot; and this awful fact, with some hasty reflections upon it, is the only theme upon which we can fix our minds today.  (Corwin then writes a few sentences about how in Roman times, it was not unusual for vicious assassinations to take place as men of aggression sought the throne – and that these men were cruel and despised human rights)  In striking contrast, our Chief Magistrate was not an enslaver, but the freedom-giver to men.  He was a man whose name will be linked, to the end of time, with the great and glorious.  Not theories, but facts, of accomplished emancipation; looked upon, and truly, as the man raised up by Providence to conduct the nation to a higher, a nobler, a truer position before the world.  For we stood as a Christian nation, the great representative of Freedom, though portions of our land had long been disgraced with the sin of slavery.  But is was at length almost utterly, yea, virtually, abolished.  But just at this time, the one whom we thought raised up to carry on this glorious renovation, to consummate the great truth contained in the first sentence of our Declaration of Independence, “that all men are born free and equal,” – such a one, not the tyrant, but the friend of the oppressed, and the freedom-giver to the slave, has fallen by the hand of the bare assassin.
We see clearly from this introduction to the sermon by Pastor Corwin that to him, Lincoln’s greatest accomplishment of all was what he did for people of color.

During Lincoln’s presidency, an open house was held at the White House.  Frederick Douglass went hoping to see the president.  When he approached the entrance, the guards said something like this; “What were you thinking?  No Negroes are allowed in here.”  Frederick Douglass had the guards take his card to Abraham Lincoln.  Lincoln told them to admit him.  After Lincoln gave a speech, he asked Frederick Douglass for his opinion, saying, “There is no man in the country whose opinion I value more than yours.”

For most of our history, the color of a man’s skin kept a person out of the White House completely unless he or she worked there as a slave or servant.

I am asking you this morning to rejoice that an African-American man has been elected.  This is not an endorsement of his policies or politics; it is simply a recognition that at long last, something great about our country has been achieved.
I never thought I’d live to see it.  Our denomination, some eight years ago, declared that we would work for a decade free from racism.  That effort is still very much alive.  I chaired the Commission on Christian Action which wrote the first paper – it was authored by my friend, D. Donald Cronkite, chair of the biology department at Hope College.

Though we were enthusiastic about the effort, I never dreamed this day would come.

I am talking about the dream come true of Martin Luther King, Jr., I am talking about the thing for which President Abraham Lincoln put his life and our union on the line, and for which he too gave his life – that the color of a man’s skin would not bar him from becoming the president of our beloved country.

This is the America I was taught in the Richboro Elementary School to love, a nation where all men and women are created equal.  I am sure Pastor Corwin looks down on this pulpit this morning and smiles to see the dream of his beloved President fulfilled.
In order to be absolutely non-partisan and non-political here, I want us to observe this amazing thing using the words of Obama’s opponent for the White House.  When John MCCain spoke Tuesday night, I knew I was listening to what may well be the finest speech of my lifetime – MCCain’s concessions speech was noble, it was pure goodness – and I want to quote the relevant part here to celebrate the shattering of the racial barrier in this country this week:.

In a contest as long and difficult as this campaign has been, his success alone commands my respect for his ability and perseverance. But that he managed to do so by inspiring the hopes of so many millions of Americans who had once wrongly believed that they had little at stake or little influence in the election of an American president is something I deeply admire and commend him for achieving. 

This is an historic election, and I recognize the special significance it has for African-Americans and for the special pride that must be theirs tonight. 

I've always believed that America offers opportunities to all who have the industry and will to seize it. Sen. Obama believes that, too. 

But we both recognize that, though we have come a long way from the old injustices that once stained our nation's reputation and denied some Americans the full blessings of American citizenship, the memory of them still had the power to wound. 

A century ago, President Theodore Roosevelt's invitation of Booker T. Washington to dine at the White House was taken as an outrage in many quarters. 

America today is a world away from the cruel and frightful bigotry of that time. There is no better evidence of this than the election of an African-American to the presidency of the United States. 

Let there be no reason now ... Let there be no reason now for any American to fail to cherish their citizenship in this, the greatest nation on Earth.
� This sermon was discovered a few decades ago in the John Hay Library at Brown University in Providence, RI.  It was copied from Lincolniana – In Memoriam, published in Boston in 1865.  The sermon was given to the Rev. Allen Buurma, then pastor of this church who subsequently preached it from the pulpit one Sunday!


� “The Underside of the Welcome Mat”, Harris, Gardiner, New York Times, November 9, 2008


� http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/11/04/mccain.transcript/





