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Christ the King Sunday
It must be hard losing an election.  Politics aside, I felt sorry for Jon Corzine when Chris Christi got elected our governor (NJ).  It must be very deflating to be kicked out of office.  It must be like the humiliation of being fired, “let go,” or laid off.  I remember a Saturday Night Live skit when Dana Carvey was acting as the first president George Bush sitting in the Oval Office behind the desk with Presidential Seal saying, “I don’t want to be a one-termer.  Please don’t make me a one-termer.”

Well, those were big disappointments, but the greatest put-down of all time is the one we heard from the gospel this morning.  Thinking he will get Jesus off the hook, Pontius Pilate tells the people to pick one man for crucifixion and one man for freedom – choose between Jesus and Barabbas – a criminal here in John’s gospel, but in the others a rebel and murderer..

That’s a no brainer!  But the people, shockingly ask for the release of Barabbas.  But what about Jesus, what about the King of the Jews.  Crucify HIM!

Whom shall I let go, the good guy or the bad guy.  Let the bad guy go, Pilate.  Kill the good guy.

It has been suggested that the name Barabbas might be a surname, since it contains the prefix “bar,” Hebrew for son.  Bar Abbas – son of Abbas, and that the man actually had a first name which was, ironically, Jesus.

So when Pilate asked the people whom he should release, the people said, not Jesus the Carpenter, but Jesus the rebel, the brigand.

Jesus lost.

Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
Pilate, does this man look like a king to you?

He has no army.  He has no court.  He has no palace.  He has no golden crown.  Pilate, does this man look like a king to you?  

His parents are not nobility.  He has no royal robe.  He has no servants in waiting.  Pilate, does this man look like a king to you?

But Pilate still asks.  He asks because he is wondering.  Could he be a king?  For sure, he would be a king like no other king Pilate had eve seen.  But after all, Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?”  Pilate sees something in Jesus.  He can’t put his finger on it.  Pilate sees something in Jesus his accusers are missing.
“Are you the king of the Jews?”

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not from this world.”

That clears things up.  What is that supposed to mean, Jesus?

If your kingdom is not of this world, what good will it do us?  We need a king to defend our borders and protect our sovereignty.  We need a king to keep the economy going.  We need a king who will keep crime down and the streets safe and schools going.  What good is a king not from this world?
So they took him outside the city and crucified him.

Jesus was disposed of.  Some king.  His friends ran away.  The only ones who stood by him as he died his wretched death were his mom and some of her friends.

“Are you the king of the Jews?”

This day, the final day of the Christian year, the church says “Yes!”  The church sings “Yes!”  The church shouts, “Yes!”

Jesus is our king.

What difference does that make? 

All the difference in the world.  Don’t you see, that he is king of kings.  Because worldly kings need a king.  Else they become monsters.  The rulers of this world need to know they are subject to a higher authority, or else they begin to think of themselves as gods. 

Pontius Pilate would have known all about this.  The Roman Emperors started to think they were gods and demanded to be worshiped.  And they became monsters – brutal, without compassion, indulging base appetites.  They needed a king to whom they were accountable.  Every man does.

Jesus is not a king from this world because he rules above the world.  He is seated at the right hand of God.  We are answerable to him.

The church knows the secret about the trial of Jesus before Pilate.  Jesus was never on trial.  Pilate was.  Herod was.  The whole world was.  And the whole world is.

And the world is found guilty.  The world is ruled by sin and evil.  The world needs a savior.  And the king whose kingdom is not from this world is the only one who can save it.

Jesus does not need an army.  Jesus does not desire bloodshed.  Jesus does not need a royal court.  He can summon the angels.  Jesus does not need a crown.  His Father anointed him.  Jesus does not need a royal court.  He has the church.  Jesus does not need a palace.  He takes up residence in the hearts and minds of women and men.  He rules souls and bodies of the faithful in the church.

What kind of a king is this?  This is the kind of King we want our children to have – children like Milena (Lipani) whom we baptized here this morning in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  We want for Milena a king who is not limited, not finite, not mortal.  We want one who will walk with her for every hour she lives, and usher her into heaven when she dies.  We want a king, not just to rule over her, but one who is willing to die for her – who in fact has died for her and for us all – that we might live.

Jesus might not be a king from this world, but his influence in this world is greater than the influence of all the kings who have ever lived combined.

What good will this king do?  This king insists on peace while the world’s kings insist on war.  This king insists not just on a productive economy, but an economy were the weakest and the least have their fair share – where no one is left out.  This king wants schools so kids can learn and we can rejoice in knowledge and science.  Do you know that the public school movement – education for every single kid was based on the impulse of faith?  Children needed education so they could read – read what?  The Bible, of course.  This king can fight crime and make the streets safe because this king challenges men and women to live by the commandments of God – thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not murder.  Thou shalt not commit adultery.  Those ancient rules needed so desperately today as always because without them the social fabric frays and unravels.  What good is a king not from this world?  The best.  He is king of kings.

And as if all that was not enough, we might ask what this king wants from us.  How much is this king going to cost us?  

What does Jesus want from you?

He told us.  Do you remember – LOVE.

 You shall love the Lord your God without reservation and your neighbor as yourself.

And this king comes to us in love.

The baptism of little Milena this morning is a testimony of God’s love for her.  In her baptism you and I are reminded of God’s love for us – a love that will die for us to make it right.

And so I’d like to end this morning with the kingship hymn from the Bible, from Philippians:

[5] Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
[6] who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
[7] but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
[8] And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 
[9] Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, 
[10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
[11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Fred D. Mueller

John 18:28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters.* It was early in the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters,* so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this man?’ 30They answered, ‘If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.’ 31Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.’ The Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to put anyone to death.’ 32(This was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters* again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?’ 35Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ 37Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 38Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ Jesus Sentenced to Death

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find no case against him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ 40They shouted in reply, ‘Not this man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a bandit. 
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