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“Eternal Life”

What would have done if you had known the stock market was going to tank this year?  You would have sold at the top and bought in at the bottom.

What would you do right now if you knew that equities were going to go back to last year’s highs?  You would buy.

We don’t know the future.

People try to see into the future though.  Analysts of all stripes – financial, political, sociological – all try to predict what will happen in the days to come.  Democrats are warning what will happen if John McCain is elected on Tuesday, and the Republicans are warning about what will happen if Barack Obama is elected.  They are bipartisan on this – if you elect their opponent it will be disaster!  They are both wrong.  Disaster is not coming.

People try predicting the future with cards and palm reading and goodness what all – the Bible condemns these things, by the way – fortune telling, that is, not the two party system.

We don’t know what will happen.  So we buy insurance, just in case, and we hedge our bets, just in case, and we try to be as ready as possible.  Have you noticed the proliferation of self-powered emergency radios and lights?  They are advertised now in all the papers and magazines – Turn the crank for thirty seconds and you develop enough power to listen to the radio – AM/FM/ NOAA weather forecasting and short wave.  Plus they charge our cell phone – just in case we lose power.  Plus they have built-in flashlights!
In my parents’ generation, it was air raid shelters.  If you are old enough, you can remember the symbols on the doors to buildings indicating that this was a place to go if we were under nuclear attack.  Inside were special barrels and boxes containing water and food.  Just in case.

It would be very helpful to know what is going to happen to us in the future.

Well God has told you – you will enter the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, according to Jesus.

Wow, that sounds great!

But that is for what most of hope is a long time away.  What about now?
The question is, “What is eternal life?”

If you Google eternal life (type it into an internet search engine), there are 13 million, four hundred thousand places to go to learn about eternal life.  Just the first page of those is interesting.

The first is Wikipedia, The second is a Jesuit site with Catechetical materials – misspelled by the way.  Followed by a PCA site, then How to get eternal life, then “What is eternal life, Then the webBible encyclopedia.  Tenth is Reformed/Calvinistic resources!  Way to go.

But the really intriguing thing is the sponsored links.  They are “enduring.org, Lifesgreatestquestion.com”
And the third sponsored link is LDSplanet.com it says, “meet 1,000’s of beautiful singles” – that is Latter Day Saints and it is their dating site, so I guess you can see with whom you’d like to spend eternity!  Hmmmm.  (Might as well be someone pretty!)
Just for fun, by the way, I thought I’d Google Obama and McCain while I was at it.
Now remember what I found out – there are thirteen million sites dealing with eternal life.

There are 223 MILLION dealing with Barack Obama. . . fifteen times as many as for eternal life!
And there are 151 Million dealing with McCain – for what it’s worth!

Ten to twenty times more web links dealing with our presidential candidates than eternal life.

What does that mean?  

Actually, it is a good theological lesson.

More people are interested in what is going to happen Tuesday than in eternal life, at least judging by how many web sites deal with each.
That’s good and bad.

Why would a preacher say that’s good?  Because God doesn’t want us staring up into heaven constantly – there is work needing to be done here first.

Jesus didn’t take any short cuts, and neither should we.  He had work to do and it was hard work, frustrating work, and it cost him his life in the end.  And he promised his followers much the same.

“If anyone would be my disciple,” he said, “They must take up the cross every day and follow me.”  The cross means death.  In other words, Jesus demands out very lives.  Jesus says, “How much do I want?  Every bit of you!”
If eternal life means anything at all, it means our lives should utterly different today.

I wish I could remember who it was that wrote this, but I remember many years ago reading a commentator on Genesis who wrote that when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and death came into the world, the knowledge that we will someday die haunts us all our lives.  Yes, it haunts us.  And we fear it and dread it and flee from it.  Death makes us self-centered and frightened.  Death leads us to sin.

Paul calls death the final enemy of our lives – indeed it is!  So if death has been conquered, it means our lives should be different today – hence it matters what we work for on days like the national election on Tuesday.  Hence it can be a good thing that there are more web sites devoted to Obama and McCain than to eternal life.

The bad part of it is, that our eternal life is more important than national politics.  
On the other hand, maybe we can’t say a lot about heaven because it is a mystery to us, but Obama and McCain are not a mystery to us!  (Jesus had 209 million links – less than Obama but more than McCain)
  

It is not unusual; for people to think of eternal life as a life insurance policy.  When you buy life insurance you seek to protect your family in the event of your death.  You sign up, pay the bills and forget about it.
Eternal life is not something to forget about.

Eternal life is not something for the funeral home.  It begins when you give your life to God.  

We will read this morning the list of the saints from this church who died later in the service.  Their eternal life did not begin this year with the moment of their deaths, it began long ago.  Eternal life isn’t just about immortality, it is about how we live.  We are living eternally because of God’s grace in Jesus Christ and that means living in commitment to God and communion with God.
When a man marries a woman he promises her, “. . .till death do us part.”  The promise is about how he will live – in covenant and commitment exclusively to her – and that is what eternal life is – living in covenant and commitment exclusively with God – only with God it is not till death do us part – it is now and forever.

Eternal life is about today, about right now – about who you are and whose you are and how you act.
The incredible thing eternal life does for us is to release us from the bondage of the fear of death so that we can courageously offer our lives to God.

And how the world needs transformed people who belong to Jesus Christ and are living eternally!

We can face the future with confidence in God.  So we can live righteous lives today, not worried about what that will cost us.

The Bible says you cannot serve God and mammon – that means wealth.  Look at the disaster caused by serving mammon!  The whole world economy is in shambles.  Right now the world needs honest men and women who answer to God in Jesus Christ and not the god of wealth.

There are wars around the world.  Our country is deeply enmeshed in several.  How much the world needs people devoted to the Prince of Peace.

There is disease and hunger – how much the world needs people who believe the law of God includes that we love our neighbors as ourselves.

It could be that right now is the moment in the lifetimes of many of us that this could be the critical moment – our finest hour, to be living eternally, to be serving our lord Jesus Christ.

Bud Wilkinson was a Hall of Fame football coach for the University of Oklahoma.  His success is legendary, including a record 47 game winning streak that still stands today.  He is often quoted for defining football this way:  “It’s thirty thousand people who are in desperate need of exercise, sting and watching twenty-two men who are in desperate need of rest.”
  The church can become that – cheering Jesus on for an hour, then going home satisfied that by God’s grace we have eternal life.  But Christianity is not a spectator sport.  We are to follow Jesus.  Where is he going?  Into the world – not away from it to heaven, into it to give his life for it.  He bids us join him.

In the picture of heaven in Revelation this morning, we heard an amazing thing – the throne of God is surrounded by people worshiping and praising God.  John, the man having the vision asks who they are.  He is told, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

Do you catch the paradox? Their garments are pure white.  How did they get white?  They were washed in the blood of the lamb.  That is Jesus.  These people are those who were martyred for their faith.  They gave their lives rather than betray Jesus.  They dip their garments in that blood – the blood of Christ, they share his cross, his death, and thus are purified.

Their garments are pure white having been dipped in the red.

And therefore they praise God day and night, John is told.

They died and have eternal life.

We will not be martyred for our faith.  We do not have to die for our faith, so can we live for it?  For the church of our savior?

Fred D. Mueller
Rev. 7:9-17

Mt. 5:1-12

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,


“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,


“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom


and thanksgiving and honor


and power and might


be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,


and worship him day and night within his temple,


and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.

16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;


the sun will not strike them,


nor any scorching heat;

17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,


and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,


and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

� Jesus had 209 million links, Christ had 113, Mohammed had 27 million, the Dalai Lama 10 million and Buddha got 31 million – all on Google – the first link in al cases was Wikipedia!


� From a sermon by Gray D. Stratman, The Ministers Manual 2005, (ed. Cox, Jossey-Bass), p. 239





PAGE  
3

