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“What Kind of Giver Are You?”

There are different kinds of giving.

Consider a mom and dad who have just added their first baby to their family.  Christmas is coming up.  They talk excitedly about what they are going to give their beloved child for his or her first Christmas.  All the baby really needs is warmth, shelter, dry diapers and formula.  But mom and dad want to give the baby more – Christmas presents, and they talk excitedly about what they might get and look in the catalogs or on-line or at Toys-R-Us.

Or consider a young man who is at the jewelers, biting his nails as he looks at engagement rings.  He wants more than anything in the world for her to say “yes,” when he asks if she will marry him, and he wants to give her a wonderful engagement ring that reflect his devotion to her, his love for her.

That’s glad giving.

Glad giving is the kind of giving that gives us fulfillment.
So, the apostle Paul talks about the “cheerful giver.” Paul writes, 6The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
There is a lot to be cheerful about in giving to the church.

For one thing, being part of a church and giving generously to it greatly expands what I can for Jesus Christ.

There is a popular belief out there that is patently false.  That belief goes something like this – “I am a Christian, but I don’t believe in the church.”  They say things like, “you don’t need the church to be a Christian.”

Well, they’re wrong.  

If such people would just pick up the New Testament and read it, instead of fabricating their own opinions or parroting what others say, they would find out that Jesus calls his disciples into community, into the church.  The church is bride of Christ.  The church is the body of Christ.  It cannot be shunned.

Nowhere is this more obvious that at offering time.  When my gift goes into that plate, I have become part of something much more than I could ever do myself.

Part of my offering goes to the mundane task of maintaining these buildings.  But these buildings are a witness to God in heaven – a God who is love and who sent his Son into the world.  People see that – thousands of people every day pass by here and see this testimony.  My money is buying more than paint and paying the power plant – it is buying testimony.  Could I maintain this building myself?  I wouldn’t want to try.  We need each other working together to do that.  

Part of my gift goes to pay the preachers’ salary – he is the forefront missionary of the church – when the minister is in the community, everyone knows what he stands for.  The pastor is also the resident theologian of the church – the one who is charged to study God’s Word and all the disciplines of religion and culture and teach the church in a godly way.  That part of my offering also pays for preaching.  A great preacher once said the future of America is in its pulpits.  I believe that, because the Word of God is the most powerful force in the universe.

Part of my offering goes to mission – to Honduras for medical missionaries, to Kentucky, to the Middle East, to Japan, to Native Americans, to the streets of Newark, to Somerset County families down on their luck and to support our Reformed Church colleges where there are Christian scientists on the faculty and other faculty members in other fields who demonstrate how their faith in Jesus Christ relates to the issues of our day.  I couldn’t do all that myself.  I need the church to do it.

So making my offering makes me happy.

But not all givers are cheerful.  There are glad givers and there are glum givers, there are glad givers and there are grouchy givers.  

One time a young man came running up to Jesus.  He knelt in front of Jesus and asked him, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said, “You know the commandments.  Keep them.”  The young man replied, “All these have I kept from my youth.”

Then Bible then says this:  “21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”
The Bible says that young man went away grieving – the word can also be translated, “sad.”
  

The young man was sad, because he had great possessions.

Now there is a lot going on here – enough for half a dozen sermons.  But today’s stewardship sermon is about our feelings about giving.  The young man was sad.  And we learn why, “Because he had many possessions.”

You can be glad about your giving , as Paul says, or you can be sad about your giving, like the rich young man.
Now let’s clear this up first.  Jesus told him to sell everything he has and give it to the poor.  Does Jesus want all of us to do that?  

What do you think?

The answer is yes.  Jesus wants nothing to stand between him and us.  He wants our total devotion.  What that means is that everything I have is for Jesus.  My exercise in stewardship is to look at everything I earn and everything I save and everything I spend and ask, “Am I glorifying God with this?”  The Bible tells us that then first ten percent we earn – the tithe, belongs to God – should be given to the church.

The truth is, however, that we are accountable for God for how we handle the other ninety percent also.  Is it saved, invested and spent in a way that honors God?

And if it is used to the glory of God, then our giving will be with joy – because that is what we are made for.  We are not made to hoard, to spend frivolously, to be extravagant on ourselves.  We are made by God to glorify God and when we do we are happy.

Getting ready to write this sermon, I thought I might try to find an illustration, so I typed into Google, “How to get what you want.”

Lots of web sites came up.  I’ll tell you about two. One of them is “How to get the gifts you want for Christmas.”
  It is written for teenagers, trying to get expensive gifts from their parents.  It tells you how to get what you want.  It tells kids to start well in advance, months ahead of time.  Ask both parents then work hardest on your “weakest” parent till he or she buckles.
In step two you regress and act immature, insisting you don’t just WANT this, you NEED it – you have to have it to fit in.  This shows that you really mean it.  Next, keep bringing it up, but not in an annoying way.  Say things like, “Hey, an iPod would sure come in handy about now.”  Or, “You know, if I had a car, you could be sitting home while I drive myself.”

In the phase 3 you start in on the advantages.  If you had your own laptop, it would free up the family computer.”  Or say, if you want a new video game system, you hint that you would be willing to work to get it if you had to, showing you have initiative – “parents love that.”
Finally, act like you know you are really going to get this gift.  The author writes, “This does work!  I have used this tactic many times and in doing so, I’ve acquired a TV, computer, guitar, stereo, expensive books and probably more things than I can think of.  Some call it immature, I call it strategy.  Just remember these things and you’ do fine.”

The other selfish web site is called, “How to Get the Gifts You Want at Your Wedding.”
  This one is all about how to increase the loot you get people to give you when you get married.  It is appalling.  The worst is trying to get people to give you gifts through your registries that you can cash in.  It advises you to register at places that let you exchange the gift for the cash equivalent.  So if you want to take a cruise or an exotic trip, for example, you can trade in silver ware and linens for the cash value and go for a cruise.  
There was a time when a gift was just that – a gift.  And you didn’t expect to get anything and were grateful for whatever people chose for you.

Life is not about what we get, it is about what we give.

Jesus was best of all at this.  He did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking human form and living as a servant of all.  Showering God’s saving love on the world.

That is our model.

Look at what Jesus told the rich young man – five sharp, short verbs - You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.  GO…SELL…GIVE…COME…FOLLOW

Cheerful givers, not grumps.  Glad givers, not glum ones.  Happy for the honor and privilege of serving God in these short little lifetimes we’ve been given.

Bill Graham was asked what surprised him most about life.  He responded – “How short it is.”

It is fleeting – tempus fugit – time flies.

Our legacy is what we give away, not what we acquire.  

We get rich by storing treasures in heaven.

Everything we give to the church is sacred and precious.
Fred D. Mueller 

II Corinthians 9:6 
6The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Mark 10:17
17As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

� It says he went away “socked,” ( stugnasos) which can also be translated “sad.”


� www.becomegorgeous.com
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