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Exodus 16:2-15

Matthew 20:1-16

“Grace”
At the graduation of an Ivy League college, the seniors were awarded their diplomas for their Bachelor’s degrees.  The president and chair of the Board of Trustees praised them for their hard work.  For four long years they had worked hard and passed some of the most grueling courses.  They had earned their degrees.  Many were graduating with large student loans they had to work and pay off.  Their parents had made huge sacrifices to help them earnt hat valuable, Ivy League degree.
Everyone sat back down and then the President of the college called all those who had finished their sophomore year to come forward and to the astonishment of everyone, they were handed four year degrees!

They high-fived each other. Their parents were moved to tears!  They would not have to pay tuition for the two years they would have needed to finish their degrees.  You could hear the grumbling of disbelief from where the graduating SENIORS were sitting.
Everyone was told to sit back down.

Now the president called up the part-time students had just earned six to ten credits of their freshmen year and awarded them their Bachelor’s degree.

The reaction from the graduating seniors was pure rage.

After the graduation, a mother of a graduating senior stormed into the dean’s office and screamed at him – “My son’s education cost us one hundred and sixty thousand dollars plus.  He worked hard, denying himself many things.  And you grant degrees to kids who had a course load of one three hour course per semester?”  “How dare you!”

Of course this story is fiction.

NO ONE in the world would act like that college president.

No one IN the world would act like that.

The only one in the universe who acts like that is God.

If you are looking for fairness, then I am afraid you’ve come to the wrong place when you came to church.  God is anything but fair.

God is the most reckless person you know.

God gives good things to those who did not earn them and do not deserve them.

God chose a group of people to bless and to be his own.  They were a weak, insignificant people.  The Hebrews.  God made a covenant with them.  As time went by, this hapless group of people were swept into slavery in Egypt.  Every hour they worked belonged to their masters.  For all their work they received nothing.  They had no future and no hope. 

But God had made promises to them, and when God saw their plight, he delivered them from the hand of the most powerful man on earth.  He brought them out of Egypt.  He parted the waters of the Red Sea to let them walk across on dry land.  

And after God had done all this, do you know what the people said to God?  They said, “Hey Lord, what is there to eat?”

Because they were in the wilderness and there was nothing to eat.  

In fact, they grumbled and said, “Some deliverer!  You brought us out here to die.  You know what?  We had it better in Egypt.  Thanks for nothing.”  To use the famous Bible words, they said, “If only we had died. . in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
The people were grumbling and angry that God had rescued them – they would much rather be slaves where at least they could eat?

What should God do with these ingrates?

It is like the story of the old man in the post office.  The elderly gentleman is having a terrible time writing a postcard.  A young man sees him struggling and offers to help. “Can I help you?”  “Yes, please,” replies the old man.  “I just can’t see well enough and my hand is not steady enough to address this postcard.  Would you be kind enough to write it for me?”

The young an is delighted to be of help and as the elderly man dictates, the young man addresses the card.

When the young man is finished and hands the post card to the elderly man, the old man lifts the card and holds it close to his face and then puts it down on the counter and writes, “Please excuse the sloppy handwriting.”

Well, what should God do with those ingrates?

God fed them.  Free of charge.  Manna from heaven.

All they had to do was pick it up.

And everyone had what they needed.  There was no inequity.

(The curious thing about manna is that you could only pick up enough for the day.  If it was Monday, say, and you wanted to pick up enough for Tuesday also, so you could sleep late tomorrow, it would putrefy – rot and stink to high heaven.  Except on Friday – you could pick up two days worth then because on Saturday morning, there would be no manna.  It was the Sabbath and it was forbidden tot work on the Sabbath).

How would you like that?  Instead of having to go to Pathmark, or Shop-Rite, or the A & P, you could pick up your food right off the ground – no scanners, no debit card to swipe, just pick it up and eat.

God gave free food to these ingrates.

And when Moses went up the mountain to receive the law of God he was gone a long time, and these people who had been brought out of Egypt and led through the sea and given free food every day from heaven, throw all their jewelry in a forge and made a golden calf and Aaron said, “This, O people, is your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

It is like a son whose father says, “You know son, I provided a good home for you, I gave you everything you needed and lots of things you didn’t need, I sent you college, helped you get set up in a home, get started in your career.  All this I have done for you.”  And the son replies, “Yeah, but what have you done for me lately?”
And God’s response to the ingratitude is to give the people what they need.

It is noteworthy that God does not ask the people to fast in this instance.  They are hungry and God feeds them.  He gives them manna to eat.
It is noteworthy that when Jesus taught his disciples how to pray, he included this in the prayer – give us this day our daily bread.  

Once the disciples asked Jesus if he was hungry.  He replied he had food of which they did not know.  They were curious because they were certain no one had given him food and Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work.”  Some of the prophets spoke of the scriptures as sweet tasting food – they figuratively ate God’s word – Jeremiah said, “Your words were found and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart.”  Ezekiel said he heard in a vision, “Mortal eat the scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.  Then I ate it; and in my mouth it was sweet as honey.”

Our faith is tied up with food.  The Jews celebrate the Passover, and we celebrate the Lord’s – SUPPER.

God cares for us.

And God judges the world on whether or not bread is shared.

When Israel was condemned, it was for not caring for the poor.  Do we share with the “have-nots” of the world?  Of our community?
God commanded his people to be sloppy farmers – not to reap so well, but to leave crops behind for the poor to come and glean from the fields so they can eat.

Because when the poor cry out in their misery, God hears them and heeds them.

And Jesus calls himself, “The bread of Life.”  I am the bread of life.

God looks after our needs. All of them and all of us.
Jesus says, “Look, I am standing at the door , knocking; if you hear my voice and open he door, I will come in to you and eat with you and you with me.”
With whom do you eat?  People you love.  Often in our homes it is the kitchen that is the center – or the dining room table.  Research has proven that the best indicator that children in the family will not use drugs is whether or not the family eats dinner together.

It is about love.  At your family table, everyone gets everything they need.  Even if your son skipped school for the day, you won’t starve him.  You still feed him.  The strongest do not eat first and the weakest get anything left over.  All are cared for.

That is called grace.

It is not about fairness, it is about need.

God cares for everyone – not just the more righteous people – all people.

God gives life and salvation to whomever will receive it.

A person may serve a lifetime in the church, giving himself in service to God.  Another person – someone who has lived a terrible life – may come to Jesus just before he dies.  He gets the same reward!

That is not fair.  But God is not fair.  God is full of grace and compassion and love.  In the parable of the Prodigal Son – the younger son squanders his father’s inheritance – then the father welcomes him home and the elder brother is angry.  You’re darn right he is angry!  The younger son deserved rejection and punishment, not a party!  What is his father thinking!?
Not one of us deserves for Jesus to die on the cross for us.

But he does anyway, not because we deserve it, but because God wants to rescue us.  Because God loves us.

It is not about who deserves what – that is how the world operates.  That is not how God’s kingdom operates.

In God’s kingdom, everyone has value.

Jesus says there is more noise and celebration in heaven “. . .over one righteous man who repents that over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of repentance.”
If we want to understand God, we must begin to see what God values most.  And the Bible is clear about it.  He wants people to turn to him to love him.  Especially the wayward; especially the needy.
We live in tune with God when we care.

We are truly ourselves when we care for what God cares for.

And God cares that everyone has food – and that everyone opens the door for Jesus to come in have supper with them – to live with Christ alive in them.

Fred D. Mueller

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD.”

9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’”

13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.

1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
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