Sermondecember122010

Messiah Sing

Hillsborough Reformed Church at Millstone

For The Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth

Some people wonder about that. Even earnest Christians at times doubt.

That the Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth.

That means the all powerful God is sovereign over all the world.

We wish it would mean we wouldn’t suffer.  We wish it would mean no disease.  We wish it would mean an end to the world’s tyrannies.

Yet on days like this we sing it.  For the Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth.

God is in charge.  It is the message of the church.  It is an emphasis of reformed theology.  It is also the message of Advent and Christmas.

God looked at the “lostness” and brokenness of this world and did something about it.  It was not what we ordered.  It was what God ordered.  IN a move no one expected or could have guessed, this one who created the galaxies and black holes and red dwarfs and our blue planet came here as one of us – a carpenter’s son, born to a young teenaged girl, in an obscure tiny village, under the thumb of the world’s greatest empire.

You know the following story – it is a short essay called, “One Solitary Life.”
He never owned a home. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family. He never went to college. He never put His foot inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place He was born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself... 

While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. While He was dying His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth – His coat. When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.

This is how the God who designed and rules over the vastness of the universe entered it.  And how he left it.

The Lord God omnipotent reigneth?

But is has turned out that God knew something we don’t – namely how to be God and how to love and how to reach us.  In a word, God alone knows how to reign.
This morning we have a unique witness to the all powerful God who reigns.

He reigned over a composer and a librettist.

Georg Friedrich Handel and his librettist Charles Jennens wrote something that has stirred untold millions and millions of people and bolstered their faith.
This piece of music, originally an oratorio for foundling hospitals, sweeps us up, and never ceases to do so.

In this music, the Lord God Ompnipoent reighneth.

And don’t underestimate where God has reigned.  My friend and mentor Howard Hagemen told us, his seminary students, that occasionally he as a pastor would be asked, “You get up there week after week and pray for world peace, and the eradication of poverty and for the healing of the sick and release of the captive, and week after week the news is just as bad.  Why bother praying?”

Howard would answer, “Imagine the state of the world if the church were to cease praying!”

An evocative answer!  The fact that civilization has not melted in nuclear warfare, that millions of people to toil to heal and feed the poor, that the Middle East has not exploded in a cataclysm, are just a few of the things that might be evidence that the Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth.

But when all is said and done, you know what?

Consider this.  I cannot make the lMahmoud Ahmadinijad of Iran make peace, or stop the saber rattling of North Korea’s premier, Kim Jong Il.  I can’t stop the antics of John Boehner or Nancy Pelosi.  But you know where I can be sure the Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth?  Right here – in me.  And that is where Jesus wants to be.  Ruling each of us.

And do you know where else the Lord God Omnipoetn can reign?  Here in the church.  We can prayerfully do our best to be certain that all that is done in the church is in accord with God’s will.  And that is plenty!

We can trust God that he is sovereign, and we can live like he is.

Once a man was very disheartened with the situation in the world.  He finished reading the paper and sadly put it down.  He said what he said every day.  “Lord, there is stealing, murder rape, war and injustice.  Why don’t you do something?”  That night God appeared to him in a dream, and the man repeated his question, “Lord, why don’t you do something?”
God said, “ did do something.”
“I sent you!”
The Minister Edward Everett Hale said, ““I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I can do. What I can do, I should do. And what I should do, by the grace of God, I will do.”

The essay we started before about the life of Jesus, “One Solitary Life,” goes on:  

He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. While He was dying His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth – His coat. When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. 

Nineteen long centuries have come and gone, and today He is a centerpiece of the human race and leader of the column of progress. 

I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that were ever built; all the parliaments that ever sat and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life.

The Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth, over the galaxies, over the kings, over the mountains, over the depths of the sea, over every creature, even over congress, over every nation, but nowhere is his reign more important than over YOUR heart, and YOUR mind, and YOUR soul. 

For the Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth.

Amen.

Fred D. Mueller
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