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“Do the Dishes!”
One of the great mysteries of the universe is this – Are the dishes in the dishwasher clean or not?  Did someone run the dishwasher?

Now I know there are those magnets that you can buy one side says “dirty,” while the other side says, “clean.”  But if you are about to take a plate out of the dishwasher, or even empty it, you are left to ponder – “Now let me see. I asked our son to empty the dishwasher.  The magnet says, “Clean.”  But could that be because he or someone else did not run the dishwasher and also forgot to turn the magnet over.

You see?  A mystery.

Let me tell you how I handle it.  If the little green light is not on, I open the dishwasher, and if it is full, I pick up a few of the coffee cups.  That is usually a good clue.  The outsides of the coffee cups are usually too clean to tell whether the dishwasher has been run or not.  But the give away is the inside of the cup.  There is no way to hide coffee stains on the inside, unless you live with a type “A” person who RINSES the cups before she puts them in the dishwasher, in which case I say to you, “You are on your own!”

If the insider of the cup is clean, then it has probably been washed.

According to our Lord, you are like a coffee cup.  You may be clean on the outside, but that isn’t what really matters.  What matters is that you are clean on the inside.

Few of us would dream of coming to church dirty.

We clean up – put on good clothes, shower, shave, comb our hair.  We make to have a good appearance.

Appearances can be deceptive.

Our country celebrates celebrity.  We love our stars and our big successes.  They look great.  But appearances are deceptive.  You can’t tell a person’s character by looking at them.

Rev Martin Luther King, Jr. said famously that he yearned for the day when his children would be judged not by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.

I do my share of grocery shopping.  It took me a while to learn how to pick out a cantaloupe.  They may look great on the outside, but be not quite ripe and bitter on the inside or rotten.  There is a knack to picking cantaloupes and honeydews.  Want to know the secret?  Ask the woman next to if the one you are holding is a good one and she’ll tell you – just kidding.

We dropped our daughter off at college this week – what conflicting feelings of pride and sadness!

There were lots of students there.  There were pretty girls some of whom were destined to be cheerleaders, and some fine looking young men.  There were also some very plain looking folk.  You can’t tell how they will do in college by their appearance.  The outside has nothing to do with the inside.

According to Jesus, it is what’s on the inside that counts.

Bernie Madoff looked like your favorite uncle.  His appearance put you at ease and made you feel comfortable. If there was anyone in the world you could trust, it was this man.  Just look at him!

How many people today wish they could have seen inside.  Inside was darkness and deceit.

Jesus says, “Do the Dishes!”  Clean the inside of that cup.  

For something to be good, it must be good through and through, not just on the outside.

In one of the more graphic of his sayings, Jesus pointed out that it is not what goes into us that defiles us, but what comes out of us – our words and our actions.

Our words and actions indicate what is going on inside.  They are the magnet on the dishwasher that tells whether or not we have been filled with soap and run.

People come to church.  Every Christian should.  Every week.  “Remember the Sabbath, to make it holy.”
But coming to church does not make us holy.  Or even good!

As Rick Warren (I think) said, “Just because you are in a chicken coop doesn’t mean you are a chicken.”  Or just because you are in a garage does not mean you are a car.”

Right.  Something like that.

So this week, be good and do what is right, and get cleaned up inside. 

Amen!

Sermon over.

No it is not!

Because you can’t make it right inside.

Your dishwasher can’t clean your dishes – you have to put in the soap, and line up the dishes, and close the door till it clicks, and push the “wash” button.  You may even have to pre-rinse unless you have a pot-scrubber II.

And you can’t clean up your life inside.

It is just too dirty.  You need help – drastic help.

You need Jesus Christ.

Jesus did not die on the cross because we needed to be reminded to get it right on the inside.  Jesus died on the cross because we were so crusted with crud that we could not do it without the help of God.  

Jesus died to cleanse us.

This morning, we have two more darling Kirwans being baptized.  In case you didn’t notice, the Kirwan children come in pairs!

Part of the reason baptisms are such celebrations is that they stand for inward cleanliness.

Patrick and Elisabeth did not know they have received God’s healing and forgiving grace.  They don’t even know they need it.  They don’t know much at all except that if you are wet, you cry and get dry.  If you are hungry you cry and get fed.  And being hugged by mommy and grandpa and dad is a good thing and that maybe they will have to keep an eye on those two big sisters!

Patrick and Elisabeth don’t know they have been cleansed.  But you do.  And so do I.  Baptism reminds US – calls us back to God’s truth.
We have been shown a God who is so good and wonderful and loving that we can hardly believe it.  God will give us the gift of purity.  God will clean the inside of the cup!
Once a dad offered to take his little son and his teenage daughter to the mall.
  All week long his little boy had been begging for Sponge Bob Square Pants Watermelon Ice Cream, that he had seen on commercials about a thousand times.  “I want some of that, dad.  Can I have some?”  “Maybe next Saturday,” said dad.  Saturday came and the little boy couldn’t wait till after lunch.  They were going to the ice cream boutique at the mall where dad was sure they could find Sponge Bob Square Pants Watermelon Ice Cream. The dad said to his teen-age daughter.  “Why don’t you come with us?”

She hesitated. If she went and her friends were there, it might be embarrassing to be seen with her dad.  Some of them now had their drivers’ licenses, but she was a few months younger and still needed mom and dad to get around.  She thought it over.  “Well, the mall is still the mall!” she said to herself.
Off they went with one very excited little boy.  At the store, his son ordered his ice cream cone – “What flavor?” asked the kid behind the counter.  “Sponge Bob Square Pants Watermelon!”  His daughter ordered a snickers Sundae.  “What are you going to have, Dad”  “Oh, just vanilla,” said dad.

Just then a bunch of teenagers came in, got their ice cream and headed off to a booth.  They spotted his daughter and said, “Hi, Lauren!  Come on over!  Sit with us.”  She glanced at her dad and went over and sat at the booth with her sundae and joined in the conversation, dreading the moment when her dad would say, “Time to go!”  As if she was just a little girl out with her daddy.

Her cell phone rang once.  It was a text from her dad.  It said, “Stay with your friends.  I’ll meet you in front of the mall in the parking lot at eight.”  She glanced over at him and smiled.  Her friends would never know.
As they walked out to the car.  The dad looked down at this son.  The little boy’s Sponge Bob Square Pants Watermelon Ice Cream had just two licks and was melting and running down the little boy’s hand.  The father said, “How do you like that ice cream, son.”  “It’s okay,” said the boy.  Dad said, “Can I have a taste?  In fact, do you want to trade with me?”  The son shook his head yes, and began eating and obviously enjoying the vanilla cone, while dad suffered with the Sponge Bob Square Pants Watermelon Ice Cream.

Jesus said, “If your son asks for a fish, will you give him a serpent?  And if he asks for bread, will you give him a stone?  If you who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children.  How much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to you?”
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Deuteronomy 4:

So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you. 6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children—
James 1:17-27

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

Mark 7:1-23

7Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
7in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’

8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

� This wonderful family has two sets of twins.


� I heard Prof. Todd Johnson tell this at a preaching class in Chicago in 2005 in the ACTS DMin program.


� Lk 11:11-13
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