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Prov. 9:1-6

Eph. 5:15-20

Jn 6:51-58

“At Whose Table Will You Dine?”
The theme of this Sunday is simple and can be stated in two words.  “Be wise.”

Okay – last hymn, benediction and out on to the lawn for refreshments.

Except the Bible is much more deliberate, and presents the theme to us in a much more beautiful way.

Yesterday I saw the last of the Indiana Jones movies – “The Crystal Skull.”  The archeologist Henry Jones is kidnapped by the KGB and leads them to a secret skull which must be returned to a Temple in South America and they do and it turns out it belongs to an alien race and all the Americans live and get home, but all the communists are destroyed.

There – you don’t have to see the movie.

Wait a minute!  Just because you can give the plot line in one sentence doesn’t mean no one will want to see the movie.  In fact, the plot is pretty predictable, but people go to see the movie anyway.  Why?  Because it is exciting and entertaining.

The Bible is the same – everything about our faith is – it is full of action and drama, and God forgive us pastors if we take the greatest story of all time and make it dull.

So, Proverbs chapter 9 is simple – “Be wise.”  It is an exhortation.  But that is not how the book of Proverbs presents it.  Proverbs 9 instead paints a picture – There is a woman who you will want to get to know.  She is a wonderful and charming hostess.  In her lovely home, she is preparing a banquet, and she wants you to come there and dine.

Her table is beautiful with the loveliest silver, finest crystal and china.  The platters are full of sumptuous meats, and fruits and vegetables.  It doesn’t get any better than what she is serving.  Her doors are open and her young pretty servant girls are inviting you to come in and be part of it all.  Why you?  Just because!  The hostess just wants you to have some of the banquet she has spread out.

Why don’t you come in?  Why wouldn’t you?

But wait!  Just a few places down another woman is beckoning.  Beware!
This is what is written of her in Proverbs, later in the chapter we heard this morning:

13The foolish woman is loud;
she is ignorant and knows nothing.
14She sits at the door of her house,
on a seat at the high places of the town,
15calling to those who pass by,
who are going straight on their way,
16“You who are simple, turn in here!”
And to those without sense she says,
17“Stolen water is sweet,
and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.”
18But they do not know that the dead are there,
that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.

There are two tables at which you can dine:  One is serving WISDOM, and that is a grand feast.

The other is serving FOLLY, and that leads to destruction and death.

The book of Proverbs is full of sayings about how to be wise.  It is a fascinating book.  It has pithy sayings like, “Go back to the ant, O sluggard, learn her ways and be wise.”  It has much practical wisdom – work hard, be honest, watch out for drunkenness.  The book of Proverbs seems at least in part to be directed at young men on how best to live – to be pure morally, to be respectful.  It advises people to be generous and care for the poor.

But above all, Proverbs promotes WISDOM.  The Greek word is Sophia – and wisdom is feminine – hence WISDOM is depicted here as a woman who is a gracious hostess – opening the doors of her home for you to come in and partake of the feast she has prepared – that you may be full of wisdom and live the best life.

The most important of all that the book of Proverbs has to say about WISDOM is this:
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”

Some people are thrown by that word, “fear.”

“Fear!?  Aren’t you always preaching about gospel, good news pastor?  Aren’t you telling us over and over again God is our Father, that eh loves each of us personally as sons and daughters?  Didn’t you say that the Bible says we can call him “ABBA,” which is the equivalent of ‘daddy?’”

Yes.  That’s right.  By “The fear of the Lord. . .” we don’t mean terror.  We mean awe and respect.  But the Bible’s truth is also that when people are confronted by the presence of God, they tremble with fear.  It is a terror.  And the reason is that when we stand before God’s throne, we are standing before pure goodness – pure holiness, and we simply cannot stand before that.

It is only by the grace of God that we do.  Because of Jesus Christ you and I are brought into the household of God and made pure – made as if we had not sinned.  Made holy – not by our own doing, but by God’s own hand.

The fear of the Lord is an awe and respect for God – a total devotion, that puts God first in all things.

We meet people all the time, in church – who are afraid of God.  They know they have sinned and are afraid of God’s judgment.

The gospel is that our sins are forgiven ad we stand as if we are righteous, before God.  God has done that for us n his Son on the cross.

Because of that, we fear God – we respect him, hold him in reverence, in the highest esteem, worship him, tell of his mighty works, and serve him.

That is the fear of the Lord.

That is the beginning – the root, the foundation of wisdom.

This means that our highest act is worshiping God – it is quite literally the most important thing we do.  There is huge power in these Sunday morning gatherings, no less in churches with twenty-five loyal and faithful churches than in mega churches with thousands or cathedrals with ten clergy on the staff.

Because the power flows from God.  This is a hint at what is coming – good news for all the world – peace – joy – the table spread for communion and shared – our children blessed and brought into the household of faith.

This is attractive, this is where wisdom is to be found.

The world thinks it does not need God.  There is no fear of God out there.  God is not taken into account.

Here, God is given the highest place.

And it makes a difference.

What do we hold in awe?  Many held the superstars of Wall Street in awe.  But those stars have certainly fallen from their orbits.  Many hold celebrities in awe, but we watch as their fame destroys them – celebrity itself!
We hold the best and brightest in our favorite spheres of interest in high regard, but every one of them, like every one of us, has faults and limitations.

It is like the true story of Albert Einstein.  He lived not far from here as you know, teaching at Princeton.  One day he was on a train out of Princeton.  When conductor came up to him, he found Albert Einstein bent over, practically crawling on the floor.  “What’s wrong,” asked the conductor.  “I seem to have lost my ticket.”  The conductor said, “I know who you are, professor, don’t worry, I know you paid.”  But Einstein kept frantically searching the floor of the train.  The conductor repeated his assurance.  “It is okay, Dr. Einstein, I know who you are and I will know you have paid for your ticket and would not cheat us.”  Nevertheless Einstein kept frantically looking for the ticket.  Finally he straightened up and looked into the conductor’s face and said, “You don’t understand.  I lost my ticket and must find it, because I have forgotten where I am going!”

The best and brightest in the world don’t know where they are going.  Only God knows the path and the destination.  Only God knows what that ticket says.  

So when we say the “Fear of God is the beginning of wisdom,” we are talking about the whole of life – the direction we take.
Some scholars believe that the contrast between the wise woman beckoning us to the banquet and folly inviting us in is to contrast the Jewish faith with the pagan religions around them.   That is not so much a problem for us today as Christians, although two newsworthy items reflect this – a candidate to become Episcopal bishop in Michigan had his nomination revoked because he was advocating practices of Zen Buddhism, and of all places, RUSSIA (!) is now encouraging the teaching about religion in school – four faith, Judaism, Orthodox Christianity, Buddhism and Islam – although the classes are voluntary.  Who would have seen THAT coming forty years ago!

No, the temptations to wander from faith in Jesus and trust of God’s way comes to us more from the secular world which denies God’s existence, or even worse, marginalizes faith – an attitude that says – “Hey, you can have your religion, that’s fine, just keep it to yourself.”

No!

Our faith is for the world and it is the world’s only salvation.

So the Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

It is said that the Hebrew word for WISDOM, hokmah, might better be translated mastery.  Perhaps something like when we earn a “Masters Degree in a subject.  

I get a kick out of the fact that the degree you earn to entitle you to be ordained as a ministry is called a “Master of Divinity.”  My hope is that WE are mastered BY divinity, rather than being so presumptuous as to say that we are mastering it.

So let’s say true wisdom is being mastered by God.

Robert Frost wrote, 

	1. The Road Not Taken

	 


	 


	TWO roads diverged in a yellow wood,

	
	And sorry I could not travel both

	
	And be one traveler, long I stood

	
	And looked down one as far as I could

	
	To where it bent in the undergrowth;

	        5

	 

	
	Then took the other, as just as fair,

	
	And having perhaps the better claim,

	
	Because it was grassy and wanted wear;

	
	Though as for that the passing there

	
	Had worn them really about the same,

	        10

	 

	
	And both that morning equally lay

	
	In leaves no step had trodden black.

	
	Oh, I kept the first for another day!

	
	Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

	
	I doubted if I should ever come back.

	        15

	 

	
	I shall be telling this with a sigh

	
	Somewhere ages and ages hence:

	
	Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

	
	I took the one less traveled by,

	
	And that has made all the difference.

	    


	


The book of Proverbs urges us to add our footprints to the wisdom path.
And from Jesus we learn the path.  Our faith was known to the very Christians as “The Way.”

“THE way.”  Not A way.

It is not one among many, it is the only way to life.

Fred D. Mueller

Prov. 9Wisdom has built her house,
she has hewn her seven pillars.
2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine,
she has also set her table.
3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls
from the highest places in the town,
4“You that are simple, turn in here!”
To those without sense she says,
5“Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine I have mixed.
6Lay aside immaturity, and live,
and walk in the way of insight.”
Eph. 5:15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jn. 651I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”
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