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“Can You Hear the Trumpet?”

Among the commandments of the Bible that we do not routinely keep are the commands to sound the trumpet.
 
For example, in the book of Leviticus (25:9) the command is given to sound the trumpet throughout the land announcing the year of Jubilee.  For those who do not know – every fifty years all property is to revert to its original owners and all debts cancelled.

This sort of the opposite of what we are doing with our national stimulus program, bailing out the banks – the creditors instead of the debtors!

 At any rate – the trumpet shall sound!

When the people are wandering the wilderness, the trumpet sounds calling people to the holy mountain (Ex. 19)
The trumpet sounds and the people are frightened because of the thundering presence of the Lord so close by!

Trumpets sound to give signals and as a call to battle.  Trumpets sometimes sound indicating danger.
There was even a Feast of Trumpets – an annual day marked by the sounding of trumpets.  

Priests blew trumpets calling the congregation to worship.

There were ram’s horns, but also metal trumpets in ancient Palestine.

But the trumpets in the texts of the Messiah are to announce something different – the end of history – the in-breaking of the kingdom of God for which we pray in the Lord’s Prayer (“…thy kingdom come…”) – the day of the Lord – the end of the age.

The question to us today is whether or not we’ll hear that trumpet when it sounds.  

It matters, because it will be the divine call – the final call – not something we’d want to miss!
It will be awesome – the people trembled when the trumpets sounded and God called the people to the mountain – in those days God simply wanted to meet with them.

This time – it will be for the end of history – the final trumpet call.

It will be the end of much that we know in the world – it will mark the end of General Electric, Princeton University, all nations – Germany, the Philippines, the United States, China, it will be the end of Citigroup – if Citigroup survives till the final trumpet!

It will be the end of our divisions in the church – including the Reformed Church in America, which will be hard for me!

It will be the end of all human institutions – only the church will continue after the final trumpet – but it will be the holy catholic church we mention in the Apostles’ Creed.

Scary, huh?

But it is also the end of other things which will have us dancing in the streets – it will the end of disease, the end of aging, the end of war, the end of poverty and oppression, the end of injustice, the end of misery and tragedy, the end of sin, even the end of the last enemy – death!

Oh no, we do not want to miss the sounding of that trumpet!

And Jesus will be there – he is here now, right in this room, but we can’t see him, we know he’s here because he lives in us and because the church is the body of Christ.  When the past trumpet sounds, we shall see Jesus – his face.  We will be able to touch him and hear his actual voice.

So – since all that is coming – we need to be listening for that trumpet – Can you hear the trumpet?

By that I mean being on the alert for the last day – and to be ready.

Jesus said, “Keep your lamps full and your wicks trimmed.”

How do we do that?

By living as if the day has already come!

Our sin has been turned over to Jesus.  We look for where we can help others and serve – we LOVE the church and dedicate ourselves to it – giving it our very best.  We are to be alert for injustice and oppression and to apply ourselves combating it.  We are to be peacemakers, and lovers of righteousness.
We are to live as if the day has come – and our ears are tilted towards the heavenly trumpet that shall sound – the last trumpet – which will usher in the new age – the Day of the Lord, the kingdom of God, when God’s will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven.

We live now tuning out those noises which distract us from God’s purpose, and we are listening for that final holy trumpet.
Fred D. Mueller
50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters,* is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die,* but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
55‘Where, O death, is your victory?
   Where, O death, is your sting?’ 
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved,* be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

� The Greek for trumpet is salpinx.


� The Greek for sound the trumpet is salpizo, and for trumpeter is salpistes
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